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Survey of 500 Likely Voters
October 22, 2006 
Election 2006: Colorado Governor 

Bill Ritter (D) 51%

Bob Beauprez (R) 39%

Election 2006: Colorado Governor 
Three-Poll Rolling Average

Surveys Ritter Beauprez

Aug-Sep-Oct 50% 37%

Jul-Aug-Sep 47% 37%

May-Jul-Aug 44% 38%

Apr-May-Jul 41% 38%

Mar-Apr-May 40% 39%

Feb-Mar-Apr 39% 37%

Jan-Feb-Mar 40% 37%

Election 2006: Colorado Governor 

Date Ritter Beauprez

Oct 22 51% 39%

Sep 19 50% 34%

Aug 9 48% 39%

Jul 10 42% 37%

May 25 43% 38%

Apr 25 37% 39%

Mar 29 41% 40%

Feb 22 40% 33%

Jan 17 38% 39%
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Democrat Bill Ritter 

Colorado Governor: Ritter by 12
Ritter (D) 51%; Beauprez (R) 39%

October 29, 2006

Though his lead has dropped a few
points since last month’s survey,
Denver District Attorney Bill Ritter (D)
still maintains a comfortable,
double-digit, advantage in Colorado’s
gubernatorial contest.  The latest
Rasmussen Reports election survey
shows Ritter leading Republican Bob
Beauprez 51% to 39% (see 
crosstabs).

Ritter’s lead was 16 points in last
month’s survey.  His numbers climbed 
a point since September while 
Beauprez gained five.

Strong base support and crossover appeal are working in Ritter’s favor.  Eighty-seven
percent (87%) of Democrats and 20% of Republicans say they’re supporting Ritter. 
Seventy percent (70%) of GOP voters and 7% of Democrats favor Beauprez.

Seventy percent (70%) of Colorado voters surveyed report following the developing
story about former Congressman Mark Foley closely—one-third (33%) say they’re
following the news “very closely.”  Although the story is capturing voters’ attention,
62% say it will not influence their votes this fall.

Colorado voters are evenly divided on the question of whether inappropriate
relationships between members of Congress and their staffs are common—41%
believe they are and 41% say they’re not.  Eighteen percent (18%) aren’t sure.

Forty-four percent (44%) rate the Republican leadership’s handling of the Foley
situation as “poor.”  Just 9% rate the GOP’s response as “excellent.”  In spite of this
clear dichotomy, when asked how Democratic leaders would have fared had Foley
been a Democrat, 47% say “about the same.”

President Bush’s overall approval numbers are fairly close—54% disapprove of the
president’s job performance and 45% disapprove.  The wider gap exists when looking
at the extreme ends of the continuum.  Twenty-seven percent (27%) say they
“strongly approve” and 45% report strong disapproval.

Crosstabs are available for Premium Members only. 

Rasmussen Reports is an electronic publishing firm specializing in the collection, 
publication, and distribution of public opinion polling information.

The Rasmussen Reports ElectionEdge™ Premium Service for Election 2006 offers the 
most comprehensive public opinion coverage ever provided for a mid-term election. 
We update the President's Job Approval Ratings daily and are polling competitive 
Senate and Governor's races at least once a month in 2006.

Rasmussen Reports was the nation's most accurate polling firm during the 
Presidential election and the only one to project both Bush and Kerry's vote total 
within half a percentage point of the actual outcome.

During Election 2004, RasmussenReports.com was also the top-ranked public opinion 
research site on the web. We had twice as many visitors as our nearest competitor 
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and nearly as many as all competitors combined.

Scott Rasmussen, president of Rasmussen Reports, has been an independent pollster 
for more than a decade. 

The telephone survey of 500 Likely Voters was conducted by Rasmussen Reports October 22, 2006.
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.5 percentage points with a 95% level of
confidence. (see Methodology)
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