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Connecticut Governor: Rell by 22, still
Rell (R) 57%, DeStefano (D) 35%

August 14, 2006

Though political junkies have been
preoccupied with the Senate race in
Connecticut and the stunning upset
victory over Senator Lieberman in the
recent Democratic primary, there is
also a race for Governor here. In that
less-suspenseful contest it looks like
the incumbent will enjoy a much easier
road to reelection.

Popular Republican Governor Jodi Rell
now leads her Democratic opponent,
New Haven Mayor John DeStefano, 57% to 35%. Post-convention, the Democrat has
gained a bit as undecided voters make up their minds, but it's not helping him close
the gap. The Governor has gained a few points too, and her lead now is the same as
it was in July.

Republican Governor Jodi Rell

Rell is one of the nation’s most popular Governors. She is viewed favorably by 76%,
unfavorably by 22%, with only 2% "not sure"” what to think of her. Only 7% view her
"very" unfavorably.

DeStefano is viewed favorably by 47%, unfavorably by 38%. Fifteen percent (15%)
of likely voters don't know him well enough yet to give an opinion. Rell is viewed
favorably by a majority of Republicans, of Democrats, and of unaffiliated voters. But
DeStefano wins favor only from most Democrats.

Thirty-seven percent (37%) of Connecticut voters say the economy is their top issue
among six we listed. Many, 23%, say the war in Iraq is their top issue, and 16%
mention national security. (The poll was conducted August 9-10; Americans heard
about the recently foiled terrorist plot to bomb American airliners August 10.)

Many Democrats (39%) also say the economy tops their list. But, unsurprisingly
given the controversy about it in the recent primary, for many Iraq looms larger:
30% of Democrats award it priority.

Sixty percent (60%) of all voters say President Bush's handling of the war is poor.
Only 8% regard his performance as excellent, 13% regard it as good.
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Rasmussen Reports is an electronic publishing firm specializing in the collection,
publication, and distribution of public opinion polling information.

The Rasmussen Reports ElectionEdge™ Premium Service for Election 2006 offers the
most comprehensive public opinion coverage ever provided for a mid-term election.
We update the President's Job Approval Ratings daily and are polling every Senate
and Governor's race at least once a month in 2006.

Rasmussen Reports was the nation's most accurate polling firm during the
Presidential election and the only one to project both Bush and Kerry's vote total
within half a percentage point of the actual outcome.

During Election 2004, RasmussenReports.com was also the top-ranked public opinion
research site on the web. We had twice as many visitors as our nearest competitor
and nearly as many as all competitors combined.
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Scott Rasmussen, president of Rasmussen Reports, has been an independent pollster
for more than a decade.

The telephone survey of 500 Likely Voters was conducted by Rasmussen Reports August 9-10, 2006.
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.5 percentage points with a 95% level of
confidence. (see Methodology)
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