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Election 2006: Tennessee Senate 

Bob Corker (R) 51%

Harold Ford, Jr. (D) 47%

Election 2006: Tennessee Senate  
Three-Poll Rolling Average 

Surveys Ford Corker

Oct 30-Nov 
2-Nov 4 

46% 51%

Oct 23-Oct 
30-Nov 2 

46% 50%

Oct 11-Oct 
23-Oct 30 

47% 47%

Oct 1-Oct 
11-Oct 23 

47% 45%

Sep-Oct 1- 
Oct 11  

47% 45%

Aug-Sep-Oct 45% 45%

Jul-Aug-Sep 41% 47%

May-Jul-Aug 39% 47%

Feb-May-Jul 37% 44%

Jan-Feb-May 38% 41%

Election 2006: Tennessee Senate 

Date Ford Corker

Nov 4 47% 51%

Nov 2 45% 53%

Oct 30 47% 49%

Oct 23 46% 47%

Oct 11 48% 46%

Oct 1 48% 43%

Sep 5 44% 45%

Aug 10 42% 48%

Jul 16 37% 49%

May 1 39% 43%

Feb 27 35% 39%

Jan 17 40% 42%
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Tennessee Senate: Corker (R) 51% Ford (D) 
47% 

November 5, 2006  

In Tennessee, Republican Mayor Bob Corker 
now leads Democratic Congressman Harold 
Ford 51% to 47% (see crosstabs).  

This campaign has been one of the most volatile 
in Election 2006. Thought to be fairly safe for 
the GOP when the year began, Bob Corker had 
a double-digit lead in the summer. But, after 
wrapping up the Republican nomination, he 
coasted a bit while Ford surged. By early 
October , Ford was leading by five. Corker 
replaced his campaign manager at that time 
and began a comeback. Three straight polls 
showed Corker gaining ground but the race 
remaining close. Then, earlier this week, Corker opened his first significant lead since 
summer.  

In the month of October alone, shifting fortunes have had this state listed at various 
times as "Leans Republican," "Leans Democrat," and "Toss-Up." The trend is recent 
weeks has been to Corker. However, there is still a chance this state could slip away 
from the GOP if the Democratic wave is a bit stronger than anticipated. Rasmussen 
Reports is shifting Tennessee from “Leans Republican” to “Toss-Up” in our Senate 
Balance of Power summary.  

Each candidate has firmed up his base. Corker now attracts 93% of Republicans and 
Ford does the same among Democrats. 

Corker is viewed favorably by 54% of voters. Ford by 53%. 

If their vote determined control of the U.S. Senate, 50% of Tennessee voters would 
select Republican control while 45% would prefer the Democrats. 

In addition to the Corker campaign team shake-up, other late-breaking 
developments include Ford's much-criticized crashing of a press conference being 
held by his opponent and the RNC ad with the curvaceous blond reminding voters 
that Ford attended a Playboy party.  

Nationally, the issue of same-sex marriage came to the foreground again because of 
a controversial New Jersey Supreme Court decision on same-sex unions. Though 
both candidates criticized the decision, our polling has indicated that voters trust 
Corker more on that issue.  

A "botched joke" by Senator John Kerry that seemed to disparage soldiers doubtless 
reminded some voters that they trust Republicans more than Democrats on national 
security.  

Crosstabs available for Premium Members only.  

Rasmussen Reports is an electronic publishing firm specializing in the collection, 

Republican Bob Corker 
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publication, and distribution of public opinion polling information. 

The Rasmussen Reports ElectionEdge™ Premium Service for Election 2006 offers the 
most comprehensive public opinion coverage ever provided for a mid-term election. 
We update the President's Job Approval Ratings daily and are polling competitive 
Senate and Governor's races at least once a month in 2006. 

Rasmussen Reports was the nation's most accurate polling firm during the 
Presidential election and the only one to project both Bush and Kerry's vote total 
within half a percentage point of the actual outcome. 

During Election 2004, RasmussenReports.com was also the top-ranked public opinion 
research site on the web. We had twice as many visitors as our nearest competitor 
and nearly as many as all competitors combined. 

Scott Rasmussen, president of Rasmussen Reports, has been an independent pollster 
for more than a decade.  

The telephone survey of 500 Likely Voters was conducted by Rasmussen Reports November 4, 2006. 
The margin of sampling error for the survey is +/- 4.5 percentage points with a 95% level of 
confidence. (see Methodology)  
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