
GUBERNATORIAL: WISCONSIN 

Wisconsin Republicans see Democratic Gov. Jim Doyle as 
vulnerable in the 2006 race; his success could hinge on attempts 
to increase school funding and limit the state's rising property 
taxes. After trailing in winter and early spring, Doyle regained the 
lead over the GOP's Rep. Mark Green and has widened his 
standing in the most recent survey. 

 

 

August 28, 2006 Senate Races 



Democrats picked up ground in a new set of polls of hotly contested Senate races, but Republicans remain on course to retain control of the 
chamber. The latest Zogby Interactive polls, conducted Aug. 15-21 in cooperation with The Wall Street Journal Online, show Democrats 
ahead in 12 of the 18 states polled, while Republicans lead in five. In a Zogby poll conducted in July, Democrats were ahead in 10 and 
Republicans in five; two states yielded mixed results in that poll. Zogby began conducting a series of online polls last fall that will track Senate 
and gubernatorial races through Election Day. The polling project began with 17 Senate races but was expanded to 18 this month to include 
the heated contest in Connecticut, where incumbent Joseph Lieberman was defeated in the Democratic primary. Zogby also tracks 19 
gubernatorial races. In Connecticut, Mr. Lieberman, who has remained in the race as an independent, led Democratic nominee Ned Lamont 
by 10 percentage points in the Zogby poll, while Republican nominee Alan Schlesinger would receive just 2% of the vote if the election were 
held today. Although Republicans are ahead in fewer of the battlegrounds than Democrats, the party would still maintain control of the 100-
seat Senate if the election results match Zogby's results. Taking into account the 40 Republican seats not up for re-election and seven that 
weren't included in the polling because Republicans are expected to win handily, Republicans would retain a 52-46 majority in the Senate, 
though Mr. Lieberman and another independent, Jim Jeffords of Vermont, would be expected to vote frequently with the Democrats. In the 
battlegrounds poll, states are assigned a color based on party regardless of whether a candidate's lead is within the margin of error. In the 



latest poll, margins of error range from 3 to 4.4 percentage points per candidate. Eight of the races are within the margin of error, including 
four of the five led by Republican candidates. The incumbent party holds the lead in 14 of the 18 races polled; Democrats lead in races for 
three seats now held by Republicans: Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia. Ohio Sen. Mike DeWine and Pennsylvania Sen. Rick Santorum have 
trailed Democratic challengers throughout the polling project. Neither of the two made up ground in the latest poll. The race in Virginia saw a 
significant turnaround: Democratic challenger James Webb inched to a one percentage point lead over incumbent George Allen, who was 
ahead 11 percentage points in the July Zogby poll. Mr. Allen was swept up in controversy earlier this month over comments he made about a 
Democratic campaign worker. Among other races, Robert Menendez's lead over Republican Tom Kean Jr. narrowed to just two percentage 
points in New Jersey, while incumbent John Ensign's advantage over Democrat Jack Carter narrowed in Nevada. (Mr. Ensign's lead is wider 
in a recent Mason-Dixon poll.) In Tennessee, Republican Bob Corker won a hotly contested primary and pulled ahead of Democrat Harold 
Ford Jr. in the race to fill the seat that will be vacated by Senate majority leader Bill Frist.  

SENATE: ARIZONA 

Arizona's senate race is shaping up to be a GOP hold. Jon Kyl has 
maintained his modest over Democratic State Chairman Jim 
Pederson -- though he is again polling under 50%. Speculation in 
the state has focused on the ability of Pederson, a millionaire 
shopping mall developer, to fund his statewide race from his own 
pockets. On energy, Pederson opposes new Alaska drilling but is 
pushing the idea of a solar research center in Arizona. 

SENATE: CONNECTICUT 

Joe Lieberman lost the Democratic primary to Ned Lamont. But as 
an independent, he now beats Lamont in a three-way race that 
also includes Republican Alan Schlesinger in a distant third. 
Lieberman has angered his party for his support for the Iraq war, 
so has stepped up his attacks on the war strategy and execution, 
including calling again for Defense Secretary Rumsfeld to resign. 
Lieberman is strong among GOP voters, men, and in the suburbs. 



SENATE: FLORIDA 

Sen. Bill Nelson is ahead by a wide margin. Republican challenger 
Katherine Harris, known for her role in the 2000 election fight, has 
struggled. Fundraising has been slow and GOP leaders tried to 
find another candidate. In the latest poll, she has the support of 
just 62% of Republican voters, Zogby notes. The Florida primary is 
Sept 5. Besides Harris, who remains the party's front-runner, other 
GOP contenders include lawyer Will McBride, retired U.S. Naval 
Reserve rear admiral LeRoy Collins Jr. and developer Peter 
Monroe. 

SENATE: MARYLAND 

Democratic candidates remain ahead in the race for the Senate 
seat of retiring Democrat Paul Sarbanes. The state has gone back 
and forth in its party leanings. In 2002, the state elected its first 
Republican governor in 34 years, but it returned to its blue-state 
roots in 2004, voting for John Kerry in the presidential race. 
Republican Lt. Gov. Michael Steele, a conservative African-
American, trails in matchups against Democrat Ben Cardin, former 
NAACP president Kweisi Mfume and Josh Rales, whose 
candidacy gained attention after he launched a big ad campaign 
this summer. 

SENATE: MICHIGAN 

Incumbent Democrat Debbie Stabenow's lead narrowed for a third 
consecutive Zogby poll. She is now four percentage points ahead 
of Michael Bouchard, sheriff of Oakland County, north of Detroit. 
As recently as March, she led by 14 points. Zogby notes that the 
race may be decided in the state's suburban areas, where the 
candidates are running close. Stabenow has a strong lead in cities 
and Bouchard is far ahead in rural areas. 



SENATE: MINNESOTA 

Democrat Amy Klobuchar, the Hennepin County attorney, has an 
eight-percentage-point advantage over Republican Congressman 
Mark Kennedy in the race to fill the seat that will be vacated by 
Democrat Mark Dayton. 

SENATE: MISSOURI 

Missouri Republican Sen. Jim Talent continues to poll just ahead 
of Democratic State Auditor Claire McCaskill. Just one percentage 
point separated the candidates in the initial months of Zogby 
polling, but Talent's lead in the latest poll is as wide as it has been 
in the polling project. Zogby notes that Talent has a wide lead 
among male voters. 


